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Foreword

For many of us, connecting young children to nature makes intuitive sghsé@ Qa4 2 dza i y I éndadacfiveand ingRisitiyea They fovettoR NJ
explore with all of their senses. They love to play. But our advocacy for connecting young children to nature is based omroarerthation.

More and more research evidence pts to the importance of providing nature rich experiences for young ighilth enhancetheir development.
Through experiences with nature, young children are given the dppity to not only develop knowledge of the natural world, but emotional
connections and skills. They aieen the opportunity to develop a sense of wonderd an appreciation for the beauty and mystery of the natural
world. They are provided opportunities for social and emotional growth, for the development of curiosity, ahd tiewelopment of motor skills

and healthy habits. They are given opparties to play and explore.

It was with this research in mind th&arly Childhood Environmental Edtion Programs: Guidelines for Excelle(N&AEE 2012019 was
published. These guidelines, produced throughide-based process of critique and consensus wingl literally thousands of educators, offer a
tool to help educators develop and administer high quality environmental education programs for young children. Thegaalerathese
guidelines is to chart an appropriate and positive procelsrgby edweators can start young children on a lifelong journey towards becoming
environmentally responsive youth and adults. These guidelines build off itiemally accepted notions of environmental educatiordagarly
childhood education. They focus on deymirentally appropriate activities and settings, as well as appropriate teaching strategies and learning
opportunities. They focus on allowing young children to forge a lhataeen themselves and nature.

TheEarly Childhood Environmental EducatRatingScaletakes the guidelines in one more important step. The ECEERS provides a collaborative
tool for educators and others to discuss their program gpebnsider its strengths and areas of needed improvdirend chart a future direction

for development.The ECEERS is easy to use while encouraging deep discussions about program philosophy, design and implementation. It is a
much welcomed addition to the early childhood enavimental education tool kit.

Bora Simmons, Director
National Projectdr Excellace in Environmental Education
Eugene, Oregon
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Purpose

TheEarly Childhoo&nvironmental EducatioRatingScalg ECEER)a formative evaluation toa@lesignedo assist programs in improving their
environmental education curriculumPrivate and publiearly childhood programs, be it centbasedchild developmenbr family day care
centers, carall benefitby making needetmprovementsin the quality of activities, exgriences, interactions, and instruction pertaining to the
world of natureand its valiein society. Environmental education centei®, may benefit through improvements gurriculum that better
respondto the abilities, interests, learning styles, and motivations for learning of yohitdyen.

Based on six key characteristics of higtality early childhood environmeateducation programs (North American Association for Environalent
Education, 20102016, the procedures for using the rating scalaghasize a collaborative approach in evaluatimpugh the sharing odliffering
perspectves (as represented by program board mems@dministrative officials, teaching staff, family members of the children participating in
the program, and community partnersgnd the development ofonsensus in the rating of each speciiadeline or recormendation

Benefits

While voluntary, the benefits of using this rating scale @agicularlysalient inseveralregards The evaluation processan invaluable
professional development activity. Professional depenent benefits inalde attainingknowledge about effective practices in both early
childhood education and environmental education; and developing skills in leading discussions, negotiating, articulatiog esxithsensus
building, writing action plans, and collaborating in tlealization of the written plans. The findings of the rating scale, on the other ltan@ssist
in the identification of priorities or facets of program pramithat can bemproved or made more effectiveldentification ofprogramstrengths
andexisthgresourcesand talents which can be leveraged as appropriate to bring abméded improvements or progresare imbedded witn
the process of evaluationAnd, at the strategic planning levelyelitors may include the rating scale as a dgdigheringtool that will facilitate
decision making about programmatic changes that may be required.

The rating scales a seHassessment toalequiring open and horst conversatios. The processan be personally satisfying for thedividual team
members invwlved and, with ongoing evadtion utilizing the rating scajean lead taneaningfulprogram success over time.
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Helpful Hintsand Proceduresdr Usingthe Rating Scale

An evaluation of the progddQ&a SI NI & OKAf RK22R Sy @A NERY Y Sof évery 23 feRrszlnk samergting®ca Biibut dzt
be usedeach timein order to determine areas of strengths, identgglicies, procedures, angractices needig improvement, and chart
improvements made over time.

Ateam of evaluadrs will meet, discuss, and rate a score facle specifiguidelinebased on consensusepresented on acale from 1 to 7 The
following steps are suggested in the formation of the team of evaluators:

A. COLABORATIVEEAM BUILDING

1. Any member of the program, the families served by the program,edlsas its community pamers may initiate a formativevaluation
LINE 2SOG G2 RS{SNYA yeéurly@ddootivBoanNdtareuaatidp datriCuluid @dengiffing both areas of strengths and
needs)

2. The initiationshould startwith the formation of a team of interested individuals, ideally with representation from tNep3I NI YQa o0 2 |
directors, administration, teaching staff, parents or family memnsbaf children attending the program, and community partners; as some
programs may not havelaoard of directors or community partners who have provigedly childhoodenvironmental education resoues
or support, it is alrighthat these perspectivemight not be representegthere is noset recommendation for the size of the team, with the
ultimate decisionbeingsomething that the vested team members can themselves daeiee given their particular program circumstances
and knowledge of the interest, camitment, and availability of other relevant stakeholders;

3. While it is ideal to maintain theame participants for continuity and growth of the teaitns likely that theteam membershigvill change
over time;it is suggestedhat allstakeholderse invited (board members, program staff and teach@arents, community partners) to
participate asachevalwation projectis being organized. In the invitation, it is impant to describe the collaborative nature of the
evaluation process, as well as thecessity of contributing aboutvo to three hours, at the discretion of the organizer; and
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. Specifiaepresentatives may be invited, toon different occasionshould theneed arise to hear about particular perspectivesthe

collaborativeteam membership b&oo smallor lacking a diversity of opinionthiscanbe a strategic decision made by the orgaamiorthe

team of existing members or evaluators

. RATING SCADESCRIPTORS

As eaclguidelineis reviewed and discussed, a rating score based osermus is recorded. The followidgscriptorsmay be helpful to
collaborativeteams in thedeterminationof the guidelinerating scores:

Implementation Stage
and Rating Score:

Description:

Not implemented:
Rating Score of 1

Nodiscussions have been had about this practice.

Not implemented:
Rating Score of 2

Discussions have been initiated, but theresteen no impact on the practice.

Partially implemented: Rating
Sore of 3

There is recognition of the importance of the practice; changes are bé&ogssed and
are starting to be implemented.

Partially implemented: Rating
Score of 4

Thee is recognitin of the importance of the practice; changes are being made but it
not widespread.

Partially implemented: Rating
Scoe of 5

The practice is widespread, although there may be gaps or issues that need to be
resolved.

Fully implemented:
Rating Score @&

The practicas widespread anfias been in place for less tharyear.

Fully implemented:
Rating Score of 7

The practicaes widespread antias be@ in place for a year or more.
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C. TEAM EVALUATIONROCESS

1. The evaluation process should be a thoughpiucess, where everyone feels fraad safeto voice their perspectives, and where
negotiation and consensus buildifepds to a common score for each spedfiedeline

2. Discussi K S & a dedwfuatioraFly in the process; it witle important to discuss which programs will be included in the
conversation; oncéhe determination is made, it will be important to consider all programmatic peitspesbefore consensus scores are
decided;

3. As the conversation proceedswill be useful to discuss ¢hmeaning otertainterminologies should questions arise abotite
terminologiesto ensure a common understanding;glossary of terms in provided in Appendix A to assist, where needed; teams may also
definethe termsthemselvesr look to other sourcefor definitions

4. A recorder should be designated to write dowretmain ideas derived from comments, examples, and perspectives of the team members,
as well as record theonsensusating score for each specifguidelineg the main ideas and theonsensisscores should be recorded on the
rating scale itself; copies of the original rating scale may be made for cumdrfuture use;

5. AtimekeeperY @ 6S RSaA3IylIGSR oF&aSR 2y GKS SELISNASYOS 2 FfthieK&foirSH Y Q:
minutes for each specifguidelineand, at the sara time, maintain flexibility for questions that require lengthier discussions;

6. It may be necessary to have a dission about consensus buildidependingornii KS G S| YQ& S EdLiSndyAbs yséhd to adgpR v
conventions or rulethat are agreeable to all, such as asking questions to clarify utaheling of a perspective, dermining level of
concern or objection (minimal to great), @straw poling when specific situations arise

7. It will benecessary to consult thearly Childhood Environmentatiucation Programs: Guidelines for Excellgiv®AEE, 2012019 in
order to moreprecisely determine the available evidence, or the lack of it, based on the examples provided in the guidetiressof the
JdzA RSt AySa OFy 0685 2 ovébsite(tBR/echrd.NheE.dips8es/defaulthilbsleOpBpQsi
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https://eepro.naaee.org/sites/default/files/eepro-post-

files/early childhood_ee guidelines.pdind should be made available during the collaborative team meetthgse is a limit ofLO0
copies that can be reproduced for noncommercial educatlgurposes only; and

8. Comfort and needs, as well as psychological safetypliEborative teammembersmustbe met;psychological safety includes the freedom
for team members to speak and h&their perspectives heard and resped; a discussion about meeting these needs should be discussed
and ground rules be determined, if it is helpful.

D. PROGRAM PROFILE

1. Once the rating scale has been completed, a program profile should be completeditaw &y thecollaborativeteam of evaluators; a
form for progam profile is availalklin Appendix Band

2. Based on the profile, areas of strengthreas needing improvemenand possible prioritieshould be identified.

E. ACTION PLANS FOR IMPROVEMENT

1. Ba®d on thepossible set of prioritiesgction plansshould be writtento address those priorities; it is suggested toatlaborativeteams
work on threeto five plans at a time;

2. Typically, each action plan should clearly identify the outcome that neebs shieved, along with a breakdown of the steps that need t
be completed toward ehieving the outcome, persons responsible for working ongtla@, resources needed, and timeline for reaching the

goal; it may also be necessary to collect documentatiiotih® outcome;

3. A format for the actin plan is suggested in Appendix
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4. A team leader, or a smaller group of the collaborative team, should be designated to review the action plans at leageancewdew

activities may include consulting with menmseof the collaborative to obtain progress reports, idensificcesses, determine challenges,
and delineate changes that may be required;

5. Following the consultation with collaborative team memberstian plans may be revised or cancelkldany time dumg the continuous

improvement proess and new action plans may be writtém replace cancelled planbe sure to sena@opies of any revised plans tioe
collaborative team membersand

6. As priorities are met,aebrateaccomplishments, recognize individ@and collective contributions, and write new action plans
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Example of completed rating score forms
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EXAMPLE A:
GUIDELINE Ir1Focus on naire and the environment
¢CKS LINPAINI YQa LIKAf2az2LKes 3J21f az |y Rarees@diBiedanddearly dated. & SReredt2 y I ( dz

environmental philosophy and set of practices are articulated for all aspects of the program, including staff developmbintgieurriculum,
evaluation, site design, indoor and outdoor classroom degwgintenance and materials.

¢t2RlI&Qa 5FGSY

Not implemented Partially mplemented Fully implemented

Write comments or list of gidence forthe rating scorehere:
Never really th ought aboutthis I i t 6 s not ounwridengocuments.

We support teachers inw  hatever training they want; we dondt requi r e tmnaniabedusagon; n e nyv
We have plent y of books about nature.

Our indoor and outdoor environments dondt reflect focus on n
The teachers may not like the idea of nature education.

We assess science knowledge, but  not sure about nature . What is considered  nature? What do we assess?

Participating team evaluators:
Becki R., parent; Tricia P., preschool teacher; Trulia, education coordinator; Kammi, school director;

Anu, librarian; and Sheila, secretary.
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EXAMPLE B:
GUIDELINE Ir2Focus on education ofgung children

Program philosopjy, goals, and objectives related to the education of young children are clearly articulated.

¢t2RlI&Qa 51 GSY

Not implemented Partially implemented Fully implenented

Write comments or list of evidence for the rating score here

We are known for using the Projec t Approach, and it is explained on our website and written ma terials.

We dondt di sicourcentenia topen to children of all backgrounds a nd abilities.

| think some of our parents may not fully understand the program goals i like they ask why wedon 6t send
homework.

The teach ers, for the most part, have a good idea of their teaching objectives.
Most people i n the community, and eveni paepnt B8, nkkonbds cpauvet

Participating team evaluators:
Jen V., kind ergarten teacher; Tim C., assessment coordinator; David Z., b oard member, Tina E., preschool

director; Julla  H., preschool teacher,; and Katia B., preschool teacher.
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KEY CHARACTERISTIC 1

PROGRM
PHILOSOPHY, §
PURPOSE,



GUIDELINE.1- FOCUS ON NATURE ANE BHIVIRONMENT

¢KS LINPINI YQa LKAf2a2LIKezX 321 ftaX YR 202S00A0Sa NBf LASBHerent 2 Yy I i dz
environmental philosophy and set of practices are articulated for all aspgdhe program, including staff development, teachingriculum,
evaluation, site design, indoor and outdoor classroom design, mainteremtenaterials.

¢2RlI @Qa 5FdGSyY

Not implemented Partially implengente Fully implemented

Write comments or list of gidence forthe rating scorehere:

Participating team evaluatas:
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GUIDELINE.2- FOCUS ON EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN

Program philosophy, goals, and objectives related to the education of young children are clearly articulated.

¢2RlI @Qa 534Sy

Not implemented Partially implemented Fully implemented

Write comments or list of evidence for the ratingcore here

Participating team evaluators:
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GUIDELINE 1-3CULTURALLY APPROPRIATE GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND PRACTICES

Theprd N} YQa LIKAf2a2LKezI 32FfaX | yR 20 2Bduaitdikapors, Mird,Quid accérnodats theR T 2
cukural traditions of the audiences servéd.

~

¢2RlI @Qa 534Sy

Not implemented Partially implemented Fully implemented

Write comments or list of evidence for the rating score here

Participating team evaluators:

* This guideline differslightly from MAER Guidelines for Excellence.
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GUIDELINE 14£ENVIRONMENTALITERACY: BOARD, STAFF, AND PROVIDERS

¢ KS LINsBHEIdsdphyQgoals, and objectives promote the environmental literacy of boaft),astd providers.

¢t2RlI @Qa 5FaGSyY

Not implemented Partially implemented Fully implemented

Write comments or list of evidence for the rating score here

Participating team evaluators:
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GUIDELINE 1-3HAEALTH AND SAFETY

¢KS LINPAINI YQa LIKAf22azlLKesx 3F2rtfaz FyR 202S0GA0Sa NS RSaiaAdaySR
¢t2RIFeQa 51 3SY

Not implemerted Partiallylémented Fully implemented
S —— +-

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Write comments or list of eidence for the rating score here

Participating team evaluators:
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GUIDELINE 1-6O0NGOING EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT

The early childhooeducation program has an evaluation and assessment plan that is instrumental to teactiifgganng, program, and facility
improvement*

TRl 8Qa 5FGSY

Not implemented Partially implemented Fully implemented
[ o s {---
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Write comments or list of evidence for the rating score here

Participating team evaluators:

* This guideline differslightly from MAER Guidelines for Excellence.
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GUIDELINE 1-PARTNERSHIPS

The program maintainscive communiation with a variety of interested individuals and organiaasi to support networking, resource sharing,
enhanced program development, and explad audience outreach. Partnership activities strengthen their respective organizations.

¢t2RlI @Qa 5FaGSyY

Not implemented Partially implemented Fully implemented

Write comments or list of evidene for the rating score here

Participating team evaluators:

Early Childhood Environmental Education Rating Scale (2023,2"d Edition) Page 20



GUIDELINE 1-8NTERPERSONAL AND INTERGENERATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

The program believes positive relationships among children and betaleiédren and adultare essential for developing a sensepefrsonal
responsibility, building a sense of being a community member, and promatieeling of personal worth.

~

¢t2RlI&Qa 51 GSY

Not implemented Partially implemented Fully implemented

Write comments or list of evidence for the ratqiscore here

Participating tean evaluators:
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GUIDELINE 2-BASED ON RESEARCH AND THEORY

Educators understand and apply appropriate research and learning theory.

~

¢t2RlI @Qa 534Sy

Not implemented Partially implemented Fully implemented
[ m o e - +
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Write comments or list of evidence foihie rating score here

Participating team evaluatrs:
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GUIDELINE 2-AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCES

TheLJNE I NJ Y NB a LIxyideds to@lor€) Hiscdve,NalydiScuss their experiences in the envirofiment.

¢ 2 RIDat@ a

Not implemented Partially implemented Fully implemented
[ m - +------
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Write comments or list of evidence fathe rating score here

Participating team evaluators:

* This guideline differslightly from MAER Guidelines for Excellence.
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GUIDELINE 2-3HILBCENTEREAND INQUIRBASED

Theprogram is chilecenteredand inquirybased *

~

¢t2RlI @Qa 534Sy

Not implemented tidkgrimplemented

Write comments or list of evidence for the rating score here

Participating team evaluators:

*¢KAa 3JdZA RSt Ay S RA T EBMNEbcel€nd@h¥ chanbe rep@serts aButmitartvd chnéapdifference.
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GUIDELINE 2-4THE WHOLE CHILD

Theprogram is planned with the wdie child in mind:

~

¢t2RlI&Qa 51 GSY

Not implemented Partially implemented

Write comments or list of evidence for the rating score here

Participating team evalators:

Fully implemented

* This guideline differslightly from MAER Guidelines for Excellence.
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