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My role in the 
climate crisis? 



norway-icj-and-icj-norway-intervene-in-landmark-environmental-case-before-european-court-of-human-rights
montana-officials-minimize-first-of-its-kind-climate-lawsuit-ahead-of-final-arguments

Lifestyle, Advocacy, Activism

https://www.icj.org/norway-icj-and-icj-norway-intervene-in-landmark-environmental-case-before-european-court-of-human-rights/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/montana-officials-minimize-first-of-its-kind-climate-lawsuit-ahead-of-final-arguments


My role in the climate crisis?
Expanding my impact by 

engaging family and friends  



Network Climate Action



Network Climate Action

1. Take effective climate action yourself



Network Climate Action

1. Take effective climate action yourself

2. Influence others to take action alongside you



Network Climate Action 1. Choosing Effective Action

www.drawdown.org



Scaling up 
impact through 
social networks  

Network Climate Action 2. Influencing Others



Spreading Behaviors: 
Let’s all become 

Influencers!



https://www.qeretail.com/blog/6-social-media-failure-examples
https://www.istockphoto.com/search/2/image?mediatype=illustration&phrase=social+media+followers

https://www.qeretail.com/blog/6-social-media-failure-examples




Behaviors spread through neighborhoods

https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2017/06/googles-new-product-puts-peer-pressure-to-a-sunny-use/529974/

Each new solar 
installation can 

lead to additional 
ones.



Behaviors spread through social networks
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https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ali-Sydney/publication/29868824/figure/fig14/AS:309915957645318@1450901130780/The-construction-of-Watts-Strogatz-model-For-the-regular-graph-p-0-The-random.png

= Social Networks 
= tie or connection



https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ali-Sydney/publication/29868824/figure/fig14/AS:309915957645318@1450901130780/The-construction-of-Watts-Strogatz-model-For-the-regular-graph-p-0-The-random.png

= Social Network Ties 
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Close ties Close-weak ties Weak ties

Behaviors Spread more Rapidly 
in which Social Network? = tie or connection
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Behaviors Spread Faster in Close Tie or Weak Tie Social Network?

120

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TIFz-XUBjqo


https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ali-Sydney/publication/29868824/figure/fig14/AS:309915957645318@1450901130780/The-construction-of-Watts-Strogatz-model-For-the-regular-graph-p-0-The-random.png

=

Close ties Close-weak ties Weak ties

Behaviors Spread more Rapidly 
in close tie Social Network = tie or connection



 Multiple Messages, Multiple Messengers

 

Damon Centola; How Behavior Spreads: The Science of Complex Contagion; https://ndg.asc.upenn.edu



Talk about actions, not character. People open to new behaviors not to 
changing who they are. Avoid judging climate-unfriendly behaviors as bad intent or poor moral 

character.

Talk about behaviors that you and others can change. Share  
personal journey of how you changed a behavior. Include struggles along the way and ongoing 
challenges. Avoid using absolutist or morally laden labels such as “meat-eater” versus “vegan.”

Commend any movement in the climate-friendly direction. 

Give praise when someone tries out “Meatless Mondays” rather than condemning them for 
eating meat Tuesday through Sunday. Don’t expect a goal to be reached all at once; it’s a 

journey for all of us.

Communication Strategies

Claire Brouwer et al., “Communication Strategies for Moral Rebels: How to Talk about Change in Order to Inspire Self-Efficacy in Others,” 
WIREs Climate Change (2002), https://doi.org/10.1002/wcc.781.



Choice Architecture: Easy Option = Right Option



 

Social Networks and Behavior Spread

● Multiple messages from multiple messengers 
needed to change complex behaviors 

● Complex behaviors spread more rapidly in close 
tie networks (family and friends)

● Use sensitive communications
● You can influence your close networks 

Lessons Learned



Network Climate Action 

a. Take effective climate action yourself

b. Apply research to influence others to take 
action alongside you



Network Climate Action 
Cornell Student 

Cornell Climate Online Fellow 
Projects

Food Waste: Tianzhen Jia (“Tim”) 

Plant-rich Diet: Fatima Delgado

Family Planning and Education: Annalisse Eclipse

Advocacy: Cami Armendariz



Network Climate Action
Tianzhen Jia (“Tim”)

Action: Reduce food waste
Network: Family 

-Social media

An example of social media: 
https://www.douyin.com/video/7254028489165131069

Clean up your 

plate 

Campaign

https://www.douyin.com/video/7254028489165131069


Network Climate Action
Tianzhen Jia (“Tim”)

Action: Reduce food waste
Network: Family 



About me

Network Climate Action
Fatima Delgado

Action: Plant-rich diet
Network: Fellow students 



Network Climate Action
Fatima Delgado

Action: Plant-rich diet
Network: Fellow students 



Network Climate Action
Fatima Delgado

Action: Plant-rich diet
Network: Fellow students 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1xWeYsXlBzsdMDuWmXaUow1XPpo3ri7A9/preview


Community
INDIVIDUAL ACTION IS 

POSSIBLE WHEN THERE ARE 
COLLABORATIVE LINKS

1

2

In 10 months 
64 participants, 05 events

900 members in Linkedin

Partners 
Cornell University (US)

OBBIO Supermarket (SP)

A worldwide Ambassador´s network
EU, US, LATAM, AFRICA, ASIA,

3

Network Climate Action
Fatima Delgado

Action: Plant-rich diet
Network: Fellow students 

(2019 -2020)



Delft University of Technology Course: “Idea to Startup - Global Food Change”
Human Behaviour strategies applied to Sustainable Business models: 

Human touch & social proof

Network Climate Action
Fatima Delgado

Action: Plant-rich diet
Network: Fellow students 

(2021 - Ongoing)



Action: Raise money for Femme International
Network: Classmates 

Network Climate Action
Annalisse Eclipse

“A period should end a sentence, 
not a girl’s education.” - Period 

End of Sentence Director Melissa 
Berton



Action: Raise money for Femme International
Network: Classmates 

Network Climate Action
Annalisse Eclipse



Action: Advocacy letters for Climate Action Now 
Network: Fellow Students

Network Climate Action
Cami Armendariz

phone-person-human-electronics-mobile-phone-cell-phone-wallpaper-ezdnb

https://www.climateactionnow.com/

https://www.wallpaperflare.com/phone-person-human-electronics-mobile-phone-cell-phone-wallpaper-ezdnb


Action: Advocacy letters for Climate Action Now 
Network: Fellow Students

Network Climate Action
Cami Almendariz

https://www.climateactionnow.com/



Action: Advocacy letters for Climate Action Now 
Network: Fellow Students

Network Climate Action
Cami Almendariz

https://www.climateactionnow.com/



https://www.pewresearch.org/science/?attachment_id=2975
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https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/03/climate-change-peer-pressure/605515/

When our peers take 
actions to preserve the 

planet, we’re more 
likely to follow suit. … 
the human instinct to 

conform could help us 
address the climate 

crisis.

Robert H. Frank



Marianne Krasny
Cornell University

civicecology.org
mek2@cornell.edu

 

Thank you!

Enter 09BCARD in shopping cart 

https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9781501768590/in-this-together/

mailto:mek2@cornell.edu


Discussion Questions

1. How might you apply Network Climate Action in EE?

2. How might you use a tool like the Climate Action Now app in 
EE?

3. How do you think about advocacy in EE? (off limits, unsure, 
needs to be a role because of climate crisis, other)
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Network Climate Actions: Policy, Donation, Lifestyle


