
Introducing	Sarah	Bodor	
NAAEE’s	Director	of	Policy	&	Affiliate	Rela6ons,	
Sarah	Bodor	comes	from	the	Chesapeake	Bay	
Founda6on,	where	she	held	a	number	of	
program	management	and	leadership	
posi6ons	throughout	the	organiza6on.	She	
worked	closely	with	state	educa6on	agencies	
in	Maryland,	Pennsylvania,	and	Virginia	to	
develop	and	pilot	standards-based	curricula	
and	provide	teacher	professional	
development.	Her	background	also	includes	
communica6ons	and	fundraising.	In	2008,	she	
served	as	the	writer	of	Maryland’s	Children	in	
Nature	Plan,	which	resulted	in	passage	of	
Maryland’s	environmental	high	school	
gradua6on	requirement.		
		



Today’s Webinar

• What	is	ESSA?	
•  Brief	Background		
•  EE	language	in	
ESSA	

•  Federal	
appropria6ons	for	
ESSA	

•  How	you	can	help	
•  Resources	and	
tools	

•  Your	ques6ons	



What is  
the Every Student Succeeds Act? 

• Reauthorized	version	of	
the	Elementary	and	
Secondary	Educa6on	
Act	

• Most	comprehensive	
federal	preK-12	
educa6on	policy	

•  Formerly,	No	Child	Le+	
Behind	



EE	in	the	Every	Student	Succeeds	Act	

On December 10, 2015 the 
President signed the Every 
Student Succeeds Act, which 
replaces No Child Left Behind and 
includes key language for 
environmental education! The bill 
passed through both Chambers 
with overwhelming bipartisan 
support.  
 



 
Background:  
How did we get here?



No	Child	Le:	Inside	Act	

§  Introduced	first	on	Earth	
Day	2007	

§  Goal	–	every	child	
achieves	environmental	
literacy	

§  Support	for	
implementa6on	of	state-
wide	environmental	
literacy	plans	

§  Funding	for	
environmental	
educa6on	programs	and	
teacher	professional	
development	



No Child Le? Inside CoaliAon
• Broad	and	diverse	membership	from	across	
the	country	

• More	than	2,000	organiza6ons	represen6ng	
membership	of	nearly	50	million	people	

• An	ac6ve	grassroots	movement	unified	by	a	
common	objec6ve	



CoaliAon AcAviAes

•  Federal	advocacy	to	
include	NCLI	in	the	
Elementary	and	
Secondary	Educa6on	Act		

•  State	advocacy	to	
develop	environmental	
literacy	plans	

•  Rela6onship	building	
•  Communica6ons	to	
support	environmental	
educa6on	

•  Decision-maker	outreach		



Outcomes of No Child Le? Inside

•  State-wide	
environmental	literacy	
plans	

•  Strong	partnerships	and	
coali6ons	

•  Program	coordina6on	
•  Systemic	approaches	to	
EE	

•  Goals	and	
recommenda6ons	for	
schools,	communi6es,	
and	agencies	



Outcomes of No Child Le? Inside

•  Increased	awareness	of	
the	value	of	EE	

• Professionaliza6on	of	
the	field	

•  Founda6on	for	future	
advocacy	efforts	

• Unity	across	sectors	
• Rela6onships	between	
NGOs	and	decision-
makers	



    Title IV of ESSA:  
21st Century Schools

Part	A:	Student	Success	
and	Enrichment	Ac3vi3es	
Poten6al	$1.65B	grant	
program	to	school	
districts	to	support	a	
range	of	ac6vi6es,	
including	environmental	
educa6on	and	hands-on	
field	based	and	service	
learning	STEM	ac6vi6es.	



 
 
Part A: Student Success and Enrichment 
Ac6vi6es 


•  Safe	and	healthy	learning	environments	
•  Providing	a	well-rounded	educa6on	(including	
environmental	educa6on)	

•  Improving	technology	in	schools	
• Within	certain	guidelines,	districts	will	have	flexibility	
to	use	the	funds	for	a	variety	of	ac6vi6es,	including	
EE		

	



 
Part A: Student Success and Enrichment 
Ac6vi6es 


•  Formula	grants	(based	on	Title	I)	from	U.S.	Ed	to	
states	

•  Formula	grants	(based	on	Title	I)	from	states	to	every	
school	district	

• Districts	receiving	more	than	$30k	are	required	to	
conduct	a	needs	assessment	to	help	determine	how	
funds	are	used.		

• Many	districts	would	benefit	from	informa6on	about	
op6ons	for	use	of	funds.		



 
Title IV of ESSA: 21st Century Schools
Part	B:	21st	Century	
Community	Learning	
Centers	
	
Poten6al	$1B	grant	program	
to	schools	and/or	school	
system	partners	for	ajer	
school	and	out	of	school	
6me	programs,	including	
environmental	literacy	
programs.		



 
 

Part B:  
21st Century Community Learning 

Centers
•  Exis6ng	grant	program	that	now	includes	
environmental	literacy	

• Ajer	school	and	out	of	school	6me	programs	
•  Formula	grants	(based	on	Title	I)	to	states	
•  States	implement	a	compe66ve	grant	program,	
schools,	districts	and	community	partners	can	
apply	



Funding for Title IV, Part A 

• ESSA	authorizes	$1.65	billion	
• Most	districts	get	more	than	$30k	

• President	proposed	$500	million	
• Most	districts	get	less	than	$30k	

• Senate	bill	provides	$300	million		
• Only	8%	get	30k	or	more	

• House	bill	provides	$1	billion	
	



 
NEEDS	ASSESSMENT:	
Triggered	by	alloca6on	to	
district	of	$30,000		
Must	address	condi>ons	
for	student	learning	in	
order	to	create	a	healthy	
and	safe	school	
environment;	access	to	a	
well-rounded	educa>on	
for	all	students;	and	
personalized	learning	
experiences	supported	by	
technology	and	
professional	development	
for	the	effec6ve	use	of	
data	and	technology.	



•  ESSA	gives	states	
greater	flexibility	to	
measure	student	
progress	in	more	
performance	based	
ways,	and	

• Requires	the	use	of	
new,	non-academic	
measures	of	school	
quality	and	student	
success.	

A Note on Accountability



More support in ESSA for a Well-
Rounded EducaAon
•  Title	I:	School-wide	
programs	

•  Title	I:	School	
improvement	and	
support	for	at-risk	
youth	

•  Title	II:	Support	for	
educators	(PD	for	
teachers	and	
paraprofessionals)	



ESSA ImplementaAon Timeline

Happening	Now:	
•  Listening	sessions,	listening	tours	
•  State	Educa6on	Agencies	forming	Implementa6on	
Taskforces	and	Stakeholder	Teams	

Winter	2016-17	
•  Districts	conduct	needs	assessments	
Spring/summer	2017	
•  State	plans	submined	to	U.S.	Ed	
July	2017	
•  Formula	funds	distributed	

	



Get Involved! 

•  Outreach	to	state	and	
district	educa6on	leaders	

•  Ask	who/where/when	
decisions	are	being	made	
&	opportuni6es	for	input	

• Who	is	responsible	for	
the	Title	IV	needs	
assessment?	

• What	indicators	are	being	
considered	for	the	
accountability	system?	



Advocate for Title IV Funding!

• Contact	your	members	
of	Congress	to	urge	full	
funding	for	Title	IVA	

•  Language	available	on	
eePRO	to	help	you	craj	
your	message,	or	

• Use	ASCD’s	Ac6on	Alert	
hnp://
www.congressweb.com/
ascd/takeac6on	



Resources and Tools on 
eePRO

hnps://naaee.org/eepro/groups/discussions/essa-
resources-and-advocacy-tools	
	
•  ASCD’s	Implementa6on	Timeline	for	ESSA	
Implementa6on	

•  Lener	templates	for	outreach	to	state	and	school	
district	leaders	

•  Guide	to	state	by	state	ESSA	ac6vity	
•  Coming	soon—	

•  Guidance	from	U.S.	Department	of	Educa6on	on	Title	IV	
•  NAAEE’s	guidance	on	using	ESSA	comprehensively	to	
support	EE	

	



More opportuniAes to learn and 
do…

Monthly	EE	Advocacy	
Calls		

1st	Thursday	at	1:00pm	
EST		

All	welcome!	



QUESTIONS?



Thank	you,	Sarah!	

If you have more questions: 

Sarah@naaee.org 



Find	and	share	the	webinar	
recording	on	eePRO	



Join	Special	Interest	Groups	&	
Engage	in	Discussions	

We’ll	con>nue	the	discussion	on	ESSA	and	opportuni>es	
for	EE	in	the	Advocacy	eePRO	special	interest	group!	



Stay	tuned!	

November	17	at	3:00	ET 
Diversity,	Equity,	and	Inclusion	in	EE:	Part	II	

Marcelo	Bonta,	Stefan	Moss,	Audrey	Peterman	
Moderator	Darryl	Ramos-Young	


