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Welcome! 

We’ll Get Started Soon. 
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Welcome: Please enter you name, where you’re 
from, and your organization into the chat!



Welcome to Today’s Webinar
Plugged In: A Practical Guide to Moving Place-Based Learning Online

Please type in 
where you’re 
listening from! 
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Welcome to the Webinar! 
Please enter 
your name, 
organization, 
and where you 
are from in the 
chat box. 
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Welcome! We’ll get started soon! 

Please enter your name, 
organization, and where you are 
zooming in from in the chat box. 
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Welcome to the Webinar

Please enter your 
name, organization, 
and where you are 
from in the chat box. 

We’ll get started soon!



naturalstart.org8
naaee.org
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Ahh, 
another 

ZOOM Call

He’s 
looking 
at me 
funny

Where’s 
the chat 

box?

We know you’ve all been on a number of ZOOM 
webinars and meetings. So thank you for joining!

Is that 
another 
barking 

dog?

It’s my 
34th

webinar 
today!
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Excited about Today’s Webinar

New Ideas for Moving Place-Based Learning Online
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In the chat:
Write down a tip you have for 
doing great online learning! 
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In Partnership with Our Friends at the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

Innovative Ideas for Online Learning
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Kansas Association for Conservation and 
Environmental  Education

Innovative Ideas for Online Learning
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We have an 
amazing panel!
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Laura Downey Luise Woelflein Rachel Sowards Thompson

Derrick Baldwin Nancy Patterson

Our Panelists for Today’s Webinar
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Bringing New Ideas and Insights to the Our Field 
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Thanks to our Affiliate Co-hosts!



New Ideas for Moving Place-Based Learning Online
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A big chunk of education is happening online!

Which of our kids are falling 
behind?

How is this affecting mental 
health?

Who doesn’t have access to 
the internet?

How do we know if our online 
education is effective?

How do we build in outdoor 
time?

Every country is different and every state and region is different! 
Mix of in-person, hybrid, and online learning!
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We All Know the Value of Place-Based Learning
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Power of Technology Coupled 
with the Power of Education 
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Digital Divide and 
Inequities in the 
Current System

Washington Post: In 2018, nearly 17 million 
children in the US lived in homes without 
high-speed Internet, and more than 7 million 
did not have computers at home. And  In 
Mississippi and Arkansas, about 40 percent 
of students lacked high-speed Internet. 
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What are 
some virtual 
learning 
ideas that 
are working? 



24

Webinar with Marc Stern, Bob Powell, Eileen Merritt, Troy Frensley

Design Principles for Online EE Programs!



25

Cool Tools Jamboard
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Cool Tools Padlet and Mentimeter
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How is a federal agency adapting? How 
are NAAEE Affiliates adapting?



All audio lines are muted. Click “chat” on the black toolbar. 

Send a message to the 
whole group, or just to 
panelists using the 
dropdown menu at the 
bottom of the chat box. 
You can email the 
panelists or everyone!
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How to Interact With Us on ZOOM
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Please type your questions and any resources into the chat box.
We’ll also be recording this, 
and you’ll get a copy of the 
recording, a PDF of the 
PowerPoint, and comments 
in the chat. 

We’ll take as many questions 
we can during this time and 
then answer others on 
eePRO after this session for 
more discussion. 

(This webinar is 1 hour!) 
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We have live captioning today for anyone needing 
help with the audio. 

Thanks to our captioner, Katie Johnson!
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Thanks to Anne for her help.  Please message us directly using 
the Zoom chat box if you need help. 

Anne Umali
Director of Professional Development 
and Manager of ee360



Introducing Our Speakers Today
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Laura Downey Luise Woelflein Rachel Sowards Thompson

Derrick Baldwin Nancy Patterson

Our Panelists for Today’s Webinar
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Laura Downey 

Executive Director for the Kansas Association for 

Conservation and Environmental Education (KACEE)



35

Rachel Sowards Thompson

Education Program Lead

Division of Education, Cultural, and 

Paleontological Resources 

Bureau of Land Management
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Luise Woelflein

Public Programs & Statewide Support Coordinator

BLM Campbell Creek Science Center

Anchorage, Alaska 
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Manager

BLM Campbell Creek Science Center

Nancy Patterson
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Derrick Baldwin

Bureau of Land Management

Program Specialist

Division of Education, Cultural, and 

Paleontological Resources
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Turning it over to Laura!



Adapting EE for Virtual Settings
One Approach



Key Questions in Designing Virtual Learning

• What are the key concepts to be taught?

• What were the original learning procedures?

• What experience(s) would the learner need to explore and 
understand the key concepts?

• What are some effective ways to take advantage of technology to 
provide those learning experiences?  

• How is the learning experience designed for equity?

• What are tools and logistics of delivery of the learning experience?



Project WILD:  Limiting Factors:  How Many Bears?  

• Key Concepts:   Limiting factors, habitat, impact on wildlife 
populations

• Original Procedures:  
• Students become bears and forage for “tokens” of different types of foods
• Some students represent bears with additional needs or challenges, like a 

mother with cubs, a bear who has been blinded or injured
• Data collection and analysis

• Experience a model where data may be generated, collected and 
analyzed 

• Taking advantage of technology
• Smaller Groups, better discussions
• Simulation Games
• Shared data collection and analysis tools (like spreadsheets/graphs)



Finding the Technology Resources
• Online Simulation:  We found Flippity

Internal 
testing 
for 
alignment 
with 
activity 
concepts



Flippity



Activity Development

• Delivery platform 
• Synchronous:  Zoom, GotoMeeting, etc.

• Asynchronous:  Learning Management 
System like Google Classrooms, Moodle

• Develop the necessary resources and 
tools

• Trial run

• Refine procedures

• Write it up



Outline for Activities
• Getting Ready:

• Technology tools, set up and tutorials:

• Participant Materials:

• Doing the Activity:

1. XXX (estimated XX minutes)

2. XXX (estimated XX minutes)

3. XXX (estimated XX minutes)

4. Wrapping Up:

• Assessment

• Extensions:

• Getting Outdoors:

• Virtual Field Trip:



Some Free Tools for Engaging Participants

• Google Slides, Docs and Sheets--allow both sharing across your team of 
lessons that can be copied and modified for each person and participant 
collaboration through sharing editable links

• Virtual Boards (Jamboard, Miro, Padlet, etc) which allow groups to work in 
the same space and share pictures, notations, ideas and arrange and 
rearrange

• Simulation Games--(Flippity, Classcraft, etc) to translate activities into games 
that multiple people can participate in simultaneously

• Live polling, questions, word clouds with larger groups (like Slido)

• Learning Management Systems: (Moodle/Google Classrooms, etc) when you 
want to have ongoing learning with the same people over time. 



Distance Learning
Supporting Text



Moving Place-Based Learning Online
The BLM Campbell Creek Science Center’s Ongoing Evolution

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
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U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
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U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
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6blm.gov/ccsc/learning-resources
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U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management



U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
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15Thank you!
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Any final 
thoughts?



To see the notes, slides, recording



naaee.org/eePRO



NAAEE Is Going Virtual This Year!

NAAEE International Conference



Hope Many of You Can Join Us in October



We’ll have almost 400 
sessions available on 
demand for a year! 

conference.naaee.org



Great Line-Up of Speakers and Presenters

conference.naaee.org



https://naaee.org/eepro/learning/monthly-webinar-series

How do we help to 
protect our 
democracy?

Watch this 
discussion by our 
panel experts on 
why media literacy 
is important.

**Special** 
Pre-Conference 

Plenary
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Thanks so much!




